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Santa Cares Events 
 This holiday season, families looking for a sensory-friendly Christmas experience can enjoy
the time-honored tradition of a visit with Santa! At Santa Cares events around the country,
families can meet Santa in a calm environment designed with people with autism and other
disabilities in mind. 

In partnership with Cherry Hill Programs, Autism Speaks will offer over 750 sensory-friendly
events in hundreds of caring shopping destinations across the U.S. and Canada. Look for a
participating location near you on Sunday, December 1 or December 8. 

While visits with Santa are free, photos will be available for purchase at each event. Let the
magic begin!
   

 

https://www.autismspeaks.org/events/sensory-friendly-santa?utm_source=email&utm_medium=text-link&utm_campaign=caringsanta


Holiday Tips

 Gift Giving

If your grandchild doesn't have fine motor skills, practice opening gifts. For example,
have your grandchild wrap little fun objects and open them.

Put pictures of the gift giver instead of names on the gifts because your grandchild
might not recognize everyone's names.

Avoid using cellophane and other noisy wrappings.

If you put gifts under the Christmas tree, prepare well ahead of time by teaching that
gifts are not to be opened without the family there. Wait until just before the holiday to
set out gifts, especially large tempting ones.

 
Do not display disappointment if your grandchild initially rejects or seems not to like
his/her gifts. Sometimes they need time to engage with the gift later.

 
Holiday Gift Resources for Special Kids  
Gift Giving Tips & Gift Suggestions  
 
Here are Gift Certificates that you can print and use for holidays,
milestone events or for any day.
Download Holiday Gift Certificate 
Download Anytime Gift Certificate  
 

 
Day of the Event 

If you are going to another home, take your grandchild's favorite foods, music, games
and snacks with you.

Consider scheduling an early dinner or eating in advance prior to the other guests
arriving.

Reward your grandchild throughout the event and reinforce positive behaviors.  Always
tell his parents how much you admire their parenting skills.  They need your
compliments even more! 

https://ganinfo.org/tip/holiday-gift-resources-for-special-kids/
https://ganinfo.org/tip/gift-suggestions-for-any-budget-copy/
https://ganinfo.org/wp-content/uploads/2012/07/HolidayCertif.pdf
https://ganinfo.org/wp-content/uploads/2012/07/AnyDayCertif.pdf


Prepare a Respite Area

Prepare a quiet area space for your grandchild to decompress if they become
overwhelmed by the sensory stimulation.

Your grandchild may not like loud noises, so take him outside to play or have the other
children play games in another room.

Prepare alternative activities for your grandchild, especially if you know they have an
aversion to a holiday tradition, like watching football on TV.

If your grandchild is very active take them to the park or another place where they can
freely move to help them calm down.

Crafting With Your Grandchildren
Fun Ideas 
 Newspaper Christmas Tree Ornaments  
https://www.redtedart.com/newspaper-christmas-tree-ornaments-diy/  
 
Rudolph Reindeer Origami Corner Bookmark
https://www.easypeasyandfun.com/reindeer-origami-corner-bookmark/  
 
19 Edible Christmas Ornaments  
https://www.redtedart.com/edible-christmas-ornaments/  

Cinnamon Salt Dough Recipe
https://www.redtedart.com/easy-cinnamon-salt-dough-recipe/   
 
Autumn Leaf Bowls (to give as gifts)
https://www.redtedart.com/how-to-make-autumn-leaf-bowls-guest-post/ 
 
Cork Snowman Ornaments
https://www.redtedart.com/cork-crafts-snowman-ornaments/ 
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https://www.redtedart.com/edible-christmas-ornaments/�
https://www.redtedart.com/easy-cinnamon-salt-dough-recipe/�
https://www.redtedart.com/how-to-make-autumn-leaf-bowls-guest-post/
https://www.redtedart.com/cork-crafts-snowman-ornaments/


 

Great Apps

   

Plume's School - Saving
ChristmasÂ 

 
i Get... Christmas Social

Skills Stories

Christmas Countdown
App

News Update 
The 2019 Spooktacular Social
hosted at California State University - Fullerton last month was a great success! GAN
members helped to greet 350 adults with autism and their caregivers. Students from 10
local universities and colleges arrived as volunteers - and left as autism advocates!
 
This is the 7th year GAN has collaborated with students and faculty members at CSUF in
sponsoring socials. Bonnie Gillman, Executive Director of GAN, will be honored by the
University, receiving the Distinguished Education Partner Award at a luncheon on Saturday,
March 7, 2020 from 12:00 to 2:00 p.m. If you would like to join other GAN members at the

https://www.amazon.com/Plumes-School-Saving-Christmas-between/dp/B00H59XUME
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/i-get...-christmas-social/id489606084?mt=8&ign-mpt=uo%3D8
https://apps.apple.com/us/app/christmas-countdown/id295350675


event, you can make a reservation here.  Please indicate "GAN" in the "Company Name"
area so you will be seated with other GAN supporters.  
 
Socials can be successful in every community.
Find out how to host a social in your area using our Social Toolkit! Contact us at
info@ganinfo.org if you would like more information.  
 

    

eBay Donations: Make Room for New Holiday Gifts

Donate to GAN's Giving Works eBay Store

Grandparents have lots of "stuff" like
collectibles, unused gifts and
household goods, clothing, vintage
jewelry and things in good condition
that our families "do not want."

Your "stuff" can benefit other
grandparents and families affected by
autism. The Grandparent Autism
Network welcomes donated goods. 

You can drop off tax deductible items at Jay's Catering, 10581
Garden Grove Blvd., Garden Grove, CA - or send them C/O GAN at
23785 El Toro Road, #103, Lake Forest, CA 92630 (USPS flat rate
boxes may lower mailing costs!)

https://events.fullerton.edu/rsvp.aspx?lEvent_sk=385
https://faninfo.org/community-socials/host-a-social/
mailto:info@ganinfo.org
http://stores.ebay.com/gancharities


www.ganinfo.org 
www.faninfo.org

Networking together,
grandparents are a vital
resource for autism... 

and each other!

Grandparent Autism Network
360 E. First Street #202
Tustin, CA 92780-3211
714.573.1500
info@ganinfo.org

 

mailto:info@ganinfo.org
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Family-Autism-Network/1385937075038365
http://ganinfo.org
http://faninfo.org
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